Advisory opinions help clarify antifraud and abuse laws.
In 1997, the Office of the Inspector General published new procedures that allow requesters to obtain an advisory opinion as to whether a particular arrangement complies with the Federal anti-kickback statute. This process gives healthcare organizations a valuable new means by which to create individualized "safe harbors" for specific business arrangements. The advisory opinion process also may be integrated into a healthcare organization's corporate compliance program to help maintain the program's effectiveness.